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Government could accept a plebiscite, and if it did it would be
quickly overthrown ... an embittered people would rather die
than mutilate their fatherland. Besides, a plebiscite will offer no
solution, because about one million Germans will run from
affected territory to the interior; we should have another German
minority which would offer a fresh condition for a fresh Sudeten
problem and thereby a fresh excuse for renewed pressure on the
Czechoslovakian Republic, again and again, until its very destruc-
tion. Tell your readers to feel reassured on this point. There will be
no international police in this State and no plebiscite. We have
established order and we ourselves can maintain it. We shall
prove to the world that we can achieve our programme of keeping
up the equality and the rights of all minorities in the Republic. I
beg the people to keep its confidence in the Government and in
the Army."

The words " the Government" and " Army " were specially signi-
ficant for the Czech citizen, whoever he might be. These were
guarantees of imperishable independence. That afternoon, while
we were driving through the quiet Sudetenland, Milan Hodza, the
Czech Premier, spoke over the radio in a similar vein :

" Czechoslovakia," he said, " is experiencing the most serious
crisis in her present-day history, a crisis that is shaking all
Europe. ... It isn't merely a question of peace . . . but of an
honourable future and of the preservation of the integrity of the
Republic ... the whole of Europe knows that. . . . After we
reached a mutually acceptable basis of negotiation . . . there was
a dramatic reversal. . . . The suppression of insurrection is not
persecution.... If in some places martial law is deemed unjusti-
fied it must be emphasized that it has resulted in a lessening of
the harm that was done .. * it has proved itself warranted ... and
shall be continued as long as necessary."

Then, as if for the special benefit of the French Premier, the
.   French Minister of Foreign Affairs, the British Premier and the
other members of his Cabinet who were at that very time in session
with the French in London, Hodja said: